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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This bill requires all poultry farms that produce 
$1000 or more of poultry products or eggs each year to report ammonia 
emissions every 6 months.

Oppose

A similar reporting requirement is already in place under the federal 
Emergency Planning and Community Right to Know Act (EPCRA) that 
requires annual reporting of ammonia emissions from animal waste from 
large CAFOs (in this case 125,000 chickens or more). Later this month, 
new federal CAFO requirements will also become effective and Maryland 
MAFO/CAFO requirement will be in effect soon. To add a fourth 
reporting requirement will likely cause considerable confusion.  

This bill would also greatly increase the reporting requirement by 
requiring reports twice per year rather than once, and greatly increase the 
number of facilities required to report, possibly by as much as four times. 

For this information to be of any use, the Department would need to 
establish a database from the reports, do extensive quality control, and 
keypunch data from hundreds of facilities submitted under four different 
requirements.  

The Department feels that we should fully utilize and understand the 
submissions under EPCRA, the State MAFO/CAFO requirements, and the 



federal CAFO requirements before requiring additional reporting from a 
large number of smaller facilities.
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