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Section VII – Monitoring, Recordkeeping and Reporting 
UMCES-AL Report recommendations 1-A, 1-B, 2-A, 2-C, 2-D, 2-E, 3-G, 4-C, 5.G-1, 7-
A.3  

The Departments accept the proposed monitoring, recordkeeping and reporting 
recommendations with the following modifications, additions and comments. 

A. DNR emphasizes that a minimum of 2 years of pre-development baseline data is 
necessary to evaluate the condition and characteristics of aquatic resources, 
particularly the living resources, since statewide monitoring experience 
demonstrates there is great variability on a seasonal and annual basis. 

Characterization and baseline monitoring data will be important to identify 
whether any impacts to the resources have occurred as a result of drilling 
activities, and can be used as basis for mitigating damage. 

B. State agencies will develop standard protocols for baseline and environmental 
assessment monitoring, recordkeeping and reporting. In addition, the State 
agencies will develop standards for monitoring during operations at the site, 
including drilling, hydraulic fracturing, and production. 

C. All information collected at the site and within the study area must be reported 
according to the State developed guidelines. This is to include monitoring and 
assessment data for air and water quality, terrestrial and aquatic living resources, 
invasive species, well logs, other geophysical assessments, such shale fracturing 
characteristics and additional information as required by the State. 

D. State agencies will require more extensive testing of surface water and ground 
water parameters both randomly and in instances where elevated levels have been 
detected. 

E. Cuttings, flowback, residue from treatment of flowback and produced water, and 
any equipment where scaling or sludge is likely to occur shall be tested for 
radioactivity and disposed of in accordance with law. 

F. Personnel and time needed for inspections and compliance activities cannot be 
determined until we have a better sense of what the regulations will require. 
Nevertheless, the Department can assess fees adequate to cover the expenses of 
the program, including inspections. 

Env. Code section 14-105 provides:  

b) Fees. -- The Department shall establish and collect fees for: 

  (1) The issuance of a permit to drill a well under § 14-104 of this subtitle; 

  (2) The renewal of a permit to drill a well under § 14-104 of this subtitle; 
and 

  (3) The production of oil and gas wells installed after October 1, 2010. 
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(c) Fees -- Rate. -- The fees imposed under subsection (b) of this section 
shall be set by the Department at the rate necessary to implement the 
purposes set forth in § 14-123 of this subtitle. 

§ 14-123. Use of money 

The Department shall use money in the Fund solely to administer and 
implement programs to oversee the drilling, development, production, and 
storage of oil and gas wells, and other requirements related to the drilling 
of oil and gas wells, including all costs incurred by the State to: 

  (1) Review, inspect, and evaluate monitoring data, applications, licenses, 
permits, analyses, and reports; 

  (2) Perform and oversee assessments, investigations, and research; 

  (3) Conduct permitting, inspection, and compliance activities; and 

  (4) Develop, adopt, and implement regulations, programs, or initiatives 
to address risks to public safety, human health, and the environment 
related to the drilling and development of oil and gas wells, including the 
method of hydrofracturing. 

MDE will consider all of the costs to be incurred by the State in connection with its gas 
well program and propose an appropriate fee schedule by regulation. 
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