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ls my water safe?

Last year, as in years past, your tap water met all u.s. Environmental protection Agency (EPA) and state drinking water health standards western shores

Water Company vigilantly safeguards its water suppltes and once again we are proud to report that our system has not vrolated a maximum contamrnant

level or any other water quality standard

Do I need to take special precautions?

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. lmmuno-compromised persons such as persons with

cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone"organ transplanG, people with Hlv/AIDS or-other immune system disorders, some elderly'

and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. tnese"peopteitrould seek_advice about drrnking waterfrom their health care providers EPA/centers

for Disease control (cDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available

from the Safe Water Drinking Hotline (8004264791 )

Where does my water come from?

The water provided to you is taken from the piney point Aquifer, a confined aquifer A "confined aquifei' is one whose water is separated from the surface

water table by an rmpermeaole layer of rock or clay and rs iherefore not under the direct influence of pollutants that might be contained in surface water

sources,sucnassueamsorrivers. waterfromaconfinediquifertendstobeharde.r(i.e.,haveagreatermineral content) becausemineralsdissolveinto

the water as it filters through the subsurface layers of rock, sand, and limestone. In fact, it is this natural filtering process which yields the clean'

contaminantjree water we are able to provide to you. In contrast, most surface water sources (rivers, streams, and reservoirs) require processing rn a

treatment plant to yield the same quality water we provide to you naturally

Source water assessment and its availability

source water Assessmenr was conducted by the Maryland Department of the Environment's water Supply Program. lt is available through the water supply

program by calling 1 (800) 633-6101

Why are there contaminants in my drinking water?

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants The presence of contaminants

does not necessar ly lndacate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the

Environmental protectionAgencys(EpA) SafeDrinkingwaterHotline(800426-4791) Thesourcesof drinkingwater(bothtapwaterandbottledwater)

include rivers, lakes streams, ponds reservoirs, springl, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally

occurring mrnerars ,no, ,n ,0., cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human acttvtty

Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, that may come from sewage treatment plants septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, and

wildlife. Inorganiccontaminants,suchassaltsandmetals,whichcanbenaturallyoccuningoi resultfromurban.stormwaterrunoff,industrial,ordomestic

wastewaterdischarges,oil andgasproduction,mining,oriarming. pesticidesandtreroicides whichmaycomefromavarietyof sourcessuchasagriculture'

urban storm water runoft, and residential uses. organic chemicjl contaminants, including synthetlc and volalrle organic chemicals, which are by-products of

industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems Radioactive

contaminants,whichcanbenaturallyoccurringorbetheresultofoil andgasproductionandminingactivities lnordertoensurethattapwaterissafeto

drink, EpA prescribes regulations tnat timlt the"amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems Food and Drug Administration

(FDA) regulations establtsh limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide lhe same protection for public health'

Lead Statement

lf present, elevated tevels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children Lead in drinking water is primarily

from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing western Shores water company is responsible for providing high quality

drinkinqwater,outcannorcontrol thevarietyof materialsusedinplumbingcomponents, whenyourwaterhasbeensittingforseveral hours,youcan
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minimize the potential tor lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking lf you are concerneo

aboutleadinyourdrinkingwater,youmaywishtohaveyourwatertested. Informationonleadindrinkingwater,testingmethods, andstepsyoucantaket0

minimize exposure is available from the gpR sate Drinking water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791 or at http://www.epa gov/safewater/lead'

How can I get Involved?

The most important rmpact tne consumer can have on the water supply is to recognize the finite nature of our water supply and to practlce water

conservation PrinciPles.

Water QualitY Data Table

The table below lists all of the drinking water contamlnants that we detected during the calendar year of th s report, unless otherwise indicated The presence

of contaminants In the water does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a health risk. Unless otheruvise noted the data presented in this table is from

testing done in the catendar year of the report. The EpA or the State requires us to monitor for certain contaminants less than once per year because the

concentrations of these contaminants do not change frequently'

of drinkrng water chlorinatton

leachino from plumbinq

Tap water samples were collected from

homes lhroughoul tne service area and

tested for lead and

WELL# 1

contaminants MCL Detected Level MCLG Source of Contamination

Chlorine mq/l 4 04 4_
0

water additive used to control micobpq

qggry of natura oeposils

erosion ot naturar oePOS;ts

Grncq Rpt: nCi/l 1201'1 )
.50 9.7

Flrrnrido mall OO14\ 4 03 4

Arsenrc uq/l (2014) 10 2.4 NiA

MCLG

erosion of natural dePosrts

Source of Contamination

natJral,y present in nature

Unrequlated Contaminants MCL Detected Level

Sodium N/A 6.7 N/A

Definitions:

111 tttrri^r^ Contaminant Leve/ (MCL): the highest level of a contaminant allowed to be present rn drinking water

(2) Maximum contaminant Level Goa/ (MCLG) the level of contaminant in drinking water below which, there ts

no known or exPected health risk

(3) Action Leye,: the concentration of a contaminant, which, lf exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements,

which the system must follow

q41 mg/l m rlrgrans 0er liler. o' pans per mill on

(5) ugl/: micrograms per liter, or parls per billion

(6) mrem/yr. millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body)

17\ pCi/t. picocuries per liter (a rneasure of radiation)

(8) .50 
EPA considers 50 pCi/yr a level of concern for Beta particles
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Executive Summary

WESTERN SHORES WATER SYSTEM
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The Maryland Department of the Environment's Water Supply Program (WSP) has conducted

Source Water Assessments for nineteen community water systems rn Calverl County, including Western

Shores water system The required components of this report as described in Maryland's Source Water

Assessment program (SWAP) are 1) delineation of an area that contributes water to the source, 2)

identification of potential sources of contamrnation, and 3) determination of the susceptibility of the water

supply to contamrnation. Recommendations for protecting the drinking water supply conclude this report

The source of the Western Shores water supply is the Piney Pornt aquifer, a naturally protected

confined aquifer of the Ailantic Coastal Plain physiographic province. The Western Shores water system

currenly uses one well in the piney point. The Souice Water Assessment area was delineated by the WSP

using U.S. EpS approved methods specifically designed for water supplies in confined aquifers.

potential sources of contamination were researched and identified within the assessment area

from field inspections, contaminant and well inventory databases, and land use maps. Well information and

water quality data were also reviewed. A map showing the Source Water Assessment areas are available

on reouest.

The susceptibility analysis is based on a review of the existing water quality data for each water

system, tne presence of [otential sources of contamination in the individual assessment areas, well

integrity, and aquifer chaiacteristics. lt was determined that the Western Shores water supply is not

susceptible to contamrnants originating at the land surface due to the protected nature of confined aquifers'

The susceptibility of the water s"upply ib Rrdon a naturally occurring element, will depend upon final MCL

that is adopted for this contaminant.

For more information please contact:

Ed Crooks

14-E lrongate Drive

Waldorf, MD 20602

(301) 645-2798


